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Is the Rebbe Mashiach? - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

17. Dr. David fBerger
“Did the Rebbe 'JJenn_'fy G-ﬁ'mseff as the Messiah—and What Do His Hasidim Believe Todﬁy?

T aﬁfetmag.com

In fact, the Rebbe's assurances were far stronger than this portrait suggests, and the
messianists’ belief that he is the messiah is far less equivocal. What I am about to present
here is material provided with his mother’s milk to every child in a messianist family but
remains virtually unknown to all but a minuscule sliver of the outside community. It is
impossible to understand Lubavitch messianism or assess its staying power without
awareness of this information.

Here then is a sampling of statements made by the Rebbe that combined to generate a deep
conviction among the Hasidim that he is the messiah. Except in some cases where [ provide a
link to a website, all of these statements—and many more—appear with precise annotation in
one or more of the following Hebrew collections: Ve-hu Yig'allenu (Brooklyn, 1994,
translated into English as And He Will Redeem Us [Brooklyn, 1994)); Ha-Tekufah ve-ha-
Geullah be-Mishnato shel ha-Rebbe mi-Lubavitch (Kfar Chabad, 1999); Be-Emunah
Shelemah ed. by 8. Shmida (Jerusalem, 2000); Ha-Nekudah ha-Habadit 2 (Marcheshvan
5764 [2003]).

n 1965, Rabbi Avraham Parizh, an elder Chasid who had been with the

movement from the time of the Fifth Rebbe, printed letters stating: 18. %663

“With great joy, we can inform you that King Messiah, for whom we have
waited so many years, is already among us. He is the holy Lubavitcher gose},ﬁ Telushkin
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the King Messiah. His

address is 770 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, New York. He does not need
us to choose him since God has chosen him.” Rabbi Parizh printed up
many of these letters and started handing them out in Israel, According
to one account, Parizh also distributed these letters by dropping them
out of a helicopter,

When the Rebbe learned of the letter, he instructed his secretariat
to immediately dispatch a telegram to Parizh, dated June 24, 1965: “We
were shocked by the letter [you wrote and handed out] and ask that you
immediately cease distributing it. Gather and send to the secretariat all
copies of the letter, every last one, and please confirm immediately that
you have fulfilled this instruction.” Chasidim tell how Parizh spent sev-
eral weeks scrounging around the streets of Tel Aviv looking for every
such sheet he could find.

But did the Rebbe continue to remain opposed to such declarations
throughout his life? The answer apparently is yes, certainly as long as he
possessed the ability to communicate clearly.
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Is the Rebbe Mashiach? - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

More than twenty.five years later, when Chasidim started talking
of the Rebbe as 2 Mesgianic figure~-though in a Jess extreme manner
than had Parizh——the Rebbe's reaction was no less pointed, Tn 1991,
Rabbi Aharon Dov Halprin, the editor of Chabad’s sraeli magasine, Kfor
Chabad, wanted to print an article explaining why the Rebbe was worthy
of being considered the preswined Messiali, When the Rebbe learned of
this he responded sharply, “If you, God forbid, |plan to write] anything
even remotely sinadlay, it is preferable that you shut down the periodical
completely” (hadina sheyisgor ha-ririchiav-et leganiref).'®

In an urgent andience to which the Rebbe summoned Chabad ac-
tivist Rabbi Tuvia Peles, the Rebbe rebuked those who were making
Messlanic claims about him, saying, “They are taking & knife to my
heart” and “they are tearing oft pacts of me." Itis hard toimagine R more
anguished and pained expression for a Chasid to hear from his Rebbe.

On one occasion In 1991, as the Rebbe was Jeaving the evening prayers,

some Chasidim began singing one of the Rebbe’s favorite songs, but with
an added twist: They attached the words Yechi—“Long live our master,

our teacher, our Rebbe, King Moshiach”—-cleady identifying “our

Rebhe” as the Messiah. As the Relibe continved walktng, he signaled

his encouragement of the singing-—Chasidim would sing Chasidic mel-

odies before and after each service—and the Messianists celebrated,

thinking that they had finally received the Rebbe's acquiescence,

but. they badn't. 'The next morning, he refused to go down to the
synagogue untll he was assured by Rabbi Grener that there would be
no such songs sung again, And, tndeed, the song wes never again sung
in front of the Rebbe unttl some months after a stroke felled him and
removed his ability to speak ot write,

Sevexul months lacer, however, and still before the stroke, a few
people present at a farbreygen did stazesinglug an older song that inplied,
without stating exphicitly, that the Rebbe was the Messiah, The Rebbe
heard the words and responded in o grave manner: “Really, 1should get
up and leave, Yiven If some peopls consider it disrespectful that [would
need 1o [be the one to leave), T dor't need to reckon with the views of
a small number when [what they are singing] is the opposita of reality.
Unfortunately, though [even [F teave] it will not help auyway, Further,
it will cliseupt the good feeling of brathers sitting together [shever achin
gant yachud (Psalis 133:0Y), for if T were to leave, others will leave, too?

Needless to say, this siuglng, too, was not repeated. ‘

Perhaps the most poignant public pronouncement of the Rebbe on
the Messiab lssue was on April 11, 1995, less than a year before his fivst
stroke (March 2, 1992): “What more can I do to motivate the entire
Jewlsh people to cry out and denand that Moshiach sheuld comet All
thit has been done until now has not helped. We are still i exile. ... 1
have done everything [can. From now on you must do whatever you
can, Now, all of you must do all you can to actually bring Moshiach here
and now, immediately”

Whatever else one mighvsay about this pronouncement, these words
do not sound Jike the pronouncement of a man who feels that he him-
seffis the Messlah,
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Some months later, and shortly before the Rebbe's stroke, the
Alaskan-based shifach, Rabbi Yosef Greenbery (author of ¥mes Bureishis),
brotight a fetter to be given to the Rebbe in which he referred to lim as
“King Messiah.” Later that same day, Rabbi Groner told Greenberg that
the Rebbe bad looked at the letter, thrown it down in Frustration, and
wrote on it, “Tell him that when the Moshlach comes, T'will give him
the letter

An even more definitive stacerent of the Rebbe on this same issue
occurred at avound the same time. An Israeli journalist, Sarah David-
awitz of the Kol He'ir newspaper, approached the Rebbe and sald, “We'
appreciate you very much, we want to see you In Israch ymj said soon
you will be in Iscael, so when will you comet” The Rebbe responded:
“Lalso want to be in Iszael” The journalist insisted, “So when will you
comet” The Rebbe responded, "That depends on the Moshiach, not on
me.” The journalist persisted, “You are the Moshiachl,” to which the

Rebbe responded, “Lam not."* :
Rabbi Leibe! Groner, one of the Rebbe’s secretaries, reports a con-

versation he had with the Rebbe In 1992, The Rebbe asked him one
morning about the Messianic talk going on in the-cotimunity, Groner -
resperded that “the Rebbe rertainly seems most suitable” The Rebbe,
in turs, said, “The one who iy the Messinh will have this revealed to him
from Above, This has not been revealed to e
The Rebbe might well have feared that if be repeated what he sald
to Groner in a public serting, it would only cause the Messianic zealots
to Eurther pressure him to “acknowledge” that he was the Messiah in
she hope that it would then be revealed to him from Above that he
was, This secms to be what be was allading to months earlier when he
said that if he left the furbfengen due to the Messianic singing going on,
it wouid not help anyway: The Messianists would simply say what they
wanted to say even against his wishes! Rabbi Sholom Wolpo, a leading
lsraeli Messianist and author of the Messianist handbooks Yeehi ha-
Mefech ha-Moshiach and Mevaser Tov (both published after the Rebbe's
stroke and inability to comrment), went to great lengths to explain, in
his books, “why everyone must still consider dnd proclaim the Rebbe
as the Messiah despite the fact that he himself never said he was.”
Wolpo tries to explain the Rebbe’s negative reactions to such claims
“being made on his behalf and insists that it is nevertheless incambent
upon everyone to proclaim the Rebbe us the Messiah, “Acceptance of
the Messiah must be done by the people, and not by the King Mes-
slah]? :
"The Rebbe undeistood the mind-set of the Messtanists, and he knew
that whatever he would say would somehow be construed by them as
Further “proof” that he was the Messiah.
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Ironically, any focus on the persona of Mashiach is liable to detract
from the work of bringing the Redemption. After Judaism’s long history
of false and failed Messiahs, especially the huge debacle of Shabbataj
7vi in the 17th Century, Jews have tended to view any Messianic pre-
tender with intense suspicion and distrust. If we do not need to know,
and cannot know with certainty, who the Messiah is—as Maimonides
implies®™—then this potentially contentious issue ought to be avoided.

This was the Rebbes view, articulated in a memorable 1984 sermon. Judaism
When some of his followers began to sing a song in his presence iden- Outward
tifying him as the Messiah, he interrupted them and said:

19. Turning

T would like to speak about something negative that requires fix- R’ Chaim
ing... There are some overzealous Chabadniks (shpitz Chabad'™) who
imagine that they are the ones wha know what needs to be done, and Miller

how it should be done. ‘They are unmoved when those around them
sometimes atternpt to dissuade them from something negative, They
think to themselves: Who are these people to Lell me what to do? Not
one of them is shpitz Chabacd!

What I am referring [o is those who, as a result of their state-
ments, verbul and printed, and their songs, have alienated many Jews
from the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov, the study and approach of
Chasidut. In fact there are Jews who had begun to study Chasidut
and as a result of these individuals’ activities, they have stopped do-
ing so. Not only are they failing to bring Jews closer, they are alienat-
ing those who have already begun to come close....

Let it therefore be known that anyone who continues with such
activities, ights a war against Chabad Chesidut, against the Rebbe
[Rayatz}, against the Baal Shem Tov, and against Mashiach himself,
who wants to come but is waiting for the further dissemination of
Chasidut. These peaple, on the other hand, are distancing Jews from
studying Chasidut, G-d forbid.

May G-d spare me from having to repeat this directive again.”

The sermon made a very strong impression and effectively silenced
any attempts to publicly identify the Rebbe as a potential Mashiach for
several vears.
But at a farbrengen later in 1991, the scenario from 1984 répeated
itself. After some of the participants chanted the same song in the
Rebbe’s presence intimating him as the Messiah, he reacted critically:

“I's absurd that you should sing this song, with these words, while I sit
here by the table. ‘The truth is, I should have walked out™

In written communications from the period, the Rebbe was even
more reprimanding. 'To the editors of Kfar Chabad magazine, who pro-
posed to publish an article speculating about the identity of Mashiach,
the Rebbe wrote, on 30th April 1991: “If you will, G-d forbid, do any-
thing resembling this, it would be better to close down the magazine
completely** )

To another author, who wished to publish a treatise on identifying
Mashiach, the Rebbe wrote on 17th February 1992: “I have already re-
sponded to you that articles such as these alienate many people from
the study of Chasidut, reversing efforts to disseminate it to broader

andiences ™
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His position was conslstent with the 1968 letter: If we can only he
sure of Mashinehs identity after the Temple has been. budlt and the
Jawtsh people ave living tu Israel, as Maimonides rules, then what
wrould be the point in discussing his identity before then? If one person
is alienated from Chasidut, a necessary tool to bring the Redemption,
we have thwarted our intentions.

What, then, did the Rebbe hope to achiove with his stirving 1991 ad-
dress? Two weeks later, as the question of what to do next continued

Lo bun, the Rebbe proposed what he deamed o be the most strafght-
forward way to bring the Redemption: to study aboutit. He simply rec-
ormended people to absorh discussions of the topic from the Scrip-
tures, Talmud, Zohar and teachings of the Chabad Rebbes.'® It was
(ar from radical, but consistent with hls message all along: We need to
olevate the way we think, We need to hone our intuition,
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for the fulfliment of aur collaclive yesrning Tor Muﬁhlai:h,
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.| awalt hia (Mashiach's) caming sach and ovary day.”
- 23 Sheval, 5798
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IN-DEPTH FEATURES
The Sounds of Torah Rising Up from Kibbutz Ein- Charod

by Betzalel Kahn

The Speech at Yad Eliyahu

Fifteen years have gone by since Rabbenu Hagodol HaRav Shach, zt"f gave his famous speech at Yad
Eliyahu in Tel Aviv.

It was on the eve of Shimon Peres' attempt to set up a new government after the Shamir government was
toppled in 5750 (1990). HaRav Shach cried out with a voice tinged with pain, to thousands of listeners at
the stadium and to tens of thousands more around the country via live broadcast. "Today we find children
who do not know how to explain the meaning of Zechor es yom haShabbos lekadsho.' There are
kibbutzim that do not know what Yom Kippur is, what Shabbos is, what a mikveh is. They have no
concept of Judaism and eat rabbits and pigs. Do they have any connection to their forefathers? And is
there any [hope of] revival for such a kibbutz? Did their forefathers eat on Yom Kippur as well? If there is
no Shabbos observance and no Yom Kippur, in what way are they Jews?"

The speech set off a great storm. Broadcast during peak hours, almost every household in Israel heard.
At the home of the Kish Family at Kibbutz Ein-Charod Ichud, Yair and Shay Kish listened intently and
HaRav Shach's words stuck a chord deep inside. The two brothers secretly began to keep mitzvas, laying
tefillin and reciting brochos before eating. Their father, R' Yonoson Binyomin, followed suit.

"| would do nettilas yodayim before meals in full view of the kibbutz members," recounts R' Yonoson Kish,
whose story has been published in many places. Soon his two sons found themselves in the halls of
Torah. Today, R' Shay Yisroel lives in Rechasim, R' Yair lives in Jerusalem's Neveh Tzvi neighborhood
and their father lives in Bayit Vegan. During the day, he works as a volunteer for Yad Sarah and in the
afternoon and evening hours he attends shiurei Torah.

"l was very moved by Gil Brand's wedding," says R' Yonoson Kish. "l was at the wedding and | really
wanted to go to the Shabbos Sheva Brochos to see the unbelievable, the members of the yeshiva
conquering the kibbutz walkways." Kish, who did feshuvoh at a relatively advanced age, says that when
he and his sons later visited Maran HaRav Shach, Rabbenu was very moved to see the family's big
change.

At Gil Brand's Shabbos Sheva Brochos was a certain avreich who didn't seem to belong to the visiting
group. A brief inquiry revealed him to be none other than Shay Kish. During Sholosh Seudos he did not
hide his excitement at the sight of the dozens of yeshiva students spending Shabbos at the kibbutz.
Twenty years earlier nobody would have ever imagined such a thing.

"Look what has happened," he said. "There were a few ground breakers at first who took the right step by
coming to the halls of Torah. Today this continues, and those who are largely responsible for this small
revolution at Ein-Charod are the former kibbutz residents who did teshuvoh."
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Rabbi Shach, now it was the Jewish people’s honor he was called upon
to defend, not his own: In a sermon the foﬂowing Sabbath, the Rebbe
reiterated a number of sources on the topic of Jewish inclusivity before
calling on Rabbi Shach (though not by name) to repent for his error.
“Verbal expressions such as these which dishonor the Jewish people
(to put it mildly), especially in public, in the presence of countless Jews
and non-Jews, requires correction (¢ikun) and repentance.’’

It was only a few months later that the Rebbe would respond to
another public statement of Rabbi Shach, this time at much greater
length. In December 1990, the Israeli media was outraged after Rabbi
Shach had declared the Holocaust as “definitely a punishment. The
Holy One Blessed Be He kept score for hundreds of years until it added
up to six million Jews.” Convinced that G-d had enacted retribution on
sinful Jews for violating the Sabbath and eating pork, Shach suggested,
“Because of the sins, the Almighty may bring another Holocaust upon
us, and it may already be tomorrow.*®

Over the years of his leadership, the Rebbe had responded private-
ly to various individuals who had asked his views on theodicy and
the Holocaust, but he had rarely spoken about it in public.*” For the
Rebbe, Judaism ought to be motived by positive sentiments: a belief
in the sanctity of the people and G-d's love for them, the joy of wor-
ship and the achievement of sacred goals. But in a sermon following
Rabbi Shach's comments, the Rebbe delivered what was probably his
most thorough and passionate treatment of Holocaust theology. After
noting that rebuke and threat of punishment was, in our days, an inef-
fective method of bringing Jews closer to Judaism, the Rebbe rejected
Rabbi Shach’s notion of a punitive Holocaust as “untrue, disrespectful
to G-d, and disrespectful to the Jewish people.”

“Those who are not observant in this generation,’ the Rebbe argued,
“have the legal status of children taken into captivity,* victims of cir-
cumstance who are not culpable for their transgressions. On the other
hand, when such a person fulfills even one commandment it is valued
and cherished by G-d, to the utmost.” Then he added:

What kind of a person would consider himself qualified to calcu-
late in his own mind (of flesh and blood) the account of sins? Then,
he allows it to pass his lips that, because in our times there are many
Jews who are not currently observant, terrible consequences are im-
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pending (may G-d protect us that it should never happen). Such an
approach is in complete contradiction to what is documented in the
Torah, that such Jews are like children taken into captivity and are
not culpable.

Rabbi Shach's graphic depiction of a vengeful G-d were “disrespectful
towards G-d,” since: '

A conception of G-d as One who sits counting sins, waiting to
exact punishment and who refuses to move until He has settled all
His debts, and then, straightaway begins again counting and pun-
ishing—is extremely disrespectful to the Almighty. To compare G-d
to a merciless dictator who waits expectantly to punish is a com-
plete misrepresentation, since, in truth, He is “the merciful Father,’
as clearly documented in Scripture and the Oral Law.

The Rebbe argued, that G-d was also concerned with the respect of
the Jewish people.

Scripture depicts G-d’s relationship with the Jew as being like a fa-
ther to a son, “You are children to G-d, your G-d"*" and, in places even
as a firsthorn son.® References of G-d’s intense love to the Jewish
people are numerous. G-d does not “appreciate” insulting comments
about His children, and, furthermore, He takes them personally, as is
explicitly documented in Scripture, “One who touches you is as if he
has touched the apple of His eye.”

Then, he launched into a theological discussion:

Our generation lives in the wake of the Holocaust which witnessed
the murder of six million innocent Jews, may G-d avenge their blood!
May G-d save us from those who pass judgment on the few of us
that temain, and say that the present conduct of such Jews will cause
another Holocaust, G-d forbid, may it never occur. Such words are a
blatant insult to those who gave up their lives.

According to Jewish theology, there are certain negative occur-
rences which do not come as a punishment for sin but simply be-
cause G-d decrees so, without any rationale that it is fathomable ac-
cording to the logic of Torah. In reference to Rabbi Akiva, who was
murdered by scraping his flesh with iron combs, our Sages coined
the phrase, “Silence! That is what arose in His will*! Furthermore, in
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the Bible itself, it is documented (at the Govenant of the Parts) that
the-Exile in Egypt was not because of sins, but was simply a decree
of the Almighty.%

The massacre of six million Jews with such horrific brutality, such
an awesome Holocaust that has no comparigon throughout history
{and never should have, may G-d protect us!), could not conceivably
be a punishment for sins. Even Satan himself could not concoct an
account of sins from the last generation that could justify (G-d for-
bid) such a heinous punishment!

‘We have absolutely no explanation whatsoever in Jewish theology
for the Holocaust, except, "that it is what arose in His will” Certainly
it was not commensurate with the inner will of G-d, but rather, in
the spirit of Isaiah's comment, ‘for a brief moment I abandoned you.*®
Without any doubt, it was certainly not a punishment for sins,

On the contrary, all the victims of the Holocaust are holy, since
they were killed on the basis that they were Jews, may G-d avenge
their blood! Certainly, thiz event was in total discordance with G-d's
innermost desire.”

Rabbi Shach’s comments, and the Rebbe’s response, also need to be
viewed in the context of the time. The end of 1990 was just a few weeks
before the beginning of the Gulf War, when Israel faced a possible at-
tack of chemical weapons. The notion of a “second Holocaust” must
have felt palpably real and represented a particularly ominous form of
intimidation. The Rebbe's sermon was not merely aimed atlclarifying
obscure points of theology; he was also seeking to calm and comfort a
nation in panic.

The Rebbe's response to the fears preceding the Gulf War mirrored
almost precisely his position before the Six Day War. Both at Sunday
Dollars encounters and in correspondence, he consistently cited the
Biblical reference to the Land of Israel, “The eyes of G-d are upon it al-
ways”(Deut. 11:12) and assured both those living and visiting the coun-
try that they had nothing to fear.®

Always mixing faith with pragmatism, the Rebbe encouraged his
followers on 14th January 1991, to follow the instructions to wear gas
masks, insisting that “this does not contradict my stance on the situ-
ation.” When the Scud missiles started to land on civilian targets in
Israel, the Rebbe asked his secretariat to be informed with news after
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each missile had landed, regardless of the time.”

After the thirty-nine Scuds produced a shockingly miniscule casu-
alty rate, scholars struggled to explain what had happened. Among
the different theories—inaccuracy of the missiles at long distance,
the strength of Israeli buildings, the failure of some warheads to deto-
nate—even scientists could not ignore the role of an unusual degree of
what they could only attribute to “coincidence.”

“Luck must have played a crucial role in determining the overall ca-
sualty rate a 1993 article in Nature concluded. “Indeed, there is con-
siderable anecdotal evidence that good fortune played an important
role in reducing casualties in Israel. Of the warheads that detonated in
Israeli cities, one hit the only empty lot in a densely populated neigh-
borhood; two others hit a factory and a partially constructed shopping
mall during the night. Several other Scuds landed near unoccupied
buildings: an underground bomb shelter, a municipal center, and a
school. Even when Scuds severely damaged occupied buildings, casu-

alties were remarkably low.®

For the Rebbe, such “luck” was clearly the providential hand of G-d
at work, a sentiment he shared in a pastoral letter before Passover.

These were revealed miracles, obvious miracles, not only for Jews
but also for all nations, “seen in all the corners of the earth”; everyone
saw the great miracles that unfolded at this time.

In view of the existing international conditions it seemed inevi-
table that not only would there be a declaration of war, etc., but that
the war would engulf many nations and trigger a new world war, G-d
forbid, yet, in a most extraordinary turn of events, not only was a
world war prevented, but the war ended shortly after it had begun.

While all signs pointed to the outbreak of a massive war, requiring
a huge army with massive weaponry of the most advanced technol-
ogy, and after everything was duly assembled and in place for a long
war expected to last weeks and months, victory came in a matter
of days.

The victory was so wondrous that not only was much bloodshed
(as had been feared) avoided, but the enemy was forced to relinquish
its spoils, and to free captives and hostages, including some that had
been held from before.”!
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Opinion & Comment
HaRav Shach's Battle Against False Messianism

by Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz

When the Lubavitch movement began its messianic propaganda, Maran girded himself to fight this group
and the one who headed it. During this period, when Maran first came out with his opposition in public,
the messianic message was still somewhat covert with innocent sounding mottos and slogans. The public
was not yet aware what lay behind them. At that time only one blessed with a sharp eye could discern this
blind belief in a messianic Rebbe which was swelling and taking on a more real proportion under the
guise of chassidus.

Maran, with his wise vision, understood what would eventually happen and to what dimensions this
movement would reach if he did not take steps to quell it with an uncompromising battle.

He did not stir up this steamy cauldron with equanimity, but with reluctance. On one occasion he said to
me that he would have preferred that others wage this war in his stead. But seeing that no one wished to
involve himself, he felt responsible to do everything in his power, brooking no compromise.

Maran's mesirus nefesh in this battle knew no bounds; | have already described in the first chapter the
outcry of his heart, "Even if | knew for certain that they would burn me alive, | would still not desist in my
campaign against false messianism, for this is bona fide avodoh zorah."

It should be noted that in spite of his pitched battle against Lubavitch, Maran nevertheless recited Tehillim
when the Rebbe became sick. At the time | asked him for an explanation, and he obliged, "My battle is
against his erroneous approach, against the movement, but not against the people in any personal way. |
pray for the Rebbe's recovery and simultaneously, also pray that he abandon his invalid way."

(With regard to this, Maran quoted the words of Tosafos in Pesochim 113b, that even when we are talking
about a situation when it is a mitzvah to hate, one should give preference to loading the donkey of an
enemy before unloading the burden of a friend's donkey, just in order to temper one's evil inclination.)

Constructing the World of Torah

In the wake of the battle against the Lubavitch movement, Maran came to the realization that in the
framework of Agudath Yisroel, there was no true understanding and regard for the world of Torah, the
Lithuanian yeshivishe circle. And then he arrived at the conclusion that the Torah world could not be
reliant on a so-called guardian from the outside (which is how the Israeli Agudath Yisroel presented itself
at the time). It must become independent in every public matter, and to this end, it was necessary to
create its own organizational setup.

This is how the Hebrew [and English] language newspaper, Yated Ne'eman, came into being, together
with the political party Degel HaTorah, and the Kashrus network of Shearis Yisroel.

Maran became convinced that in spite of his pleas that the Agudath Israel publication, Hamodia, stop its
support of the Chabad movement, to say nothing about waging a frontal attack against it, they were
determined to carry on. Hamodia even printed occasional Lubavitch advertisements. To compound this
injury, it refused to let Maran voice his view against Chabad.

In 5745 he founded a special newspaper for bnei Torah, together with Maran HaRav Yisroel Yaakov
Kanievsky ztvk'l. | have already noted how difficult it is to describe the difficulties involved in establishing
this newspaper. In addition to the logistics of organizing it, there was the problem of finances.



Contrary to his usual practice, Maran decided to borrow $750,000 from the noted philanthropist R' Moshe
Reichman as seed money to get it started. (I don't know if the readers can sufficiently appreciate this sum
as it was valued twenty years ago.)

This debt weighted upon him like a heavy lodestone. Maran expressed his anxiety over it many times and
said that he hoped not to leave this world before having paid up that debt. It pressed on him heavily until
he was finally able, not without great effort, to make good on the |can.

When Agudath Israel refused to declare war against Chabad's messianic campaign, despite all of his
pleading and attempts to convince them of the need thereof, he drew the inevitable conclusion and, in
5749, established the organization which represents the yeshiva world, Degel HaTorah.

In 5746 Rav Yaakov Landau, the chief rabbi of Bnei Brak, passed away and his son, a Chabadnik, was
instated in his place. Maran disapproved of this appointment and established an independent Kashrus
network for briei Torah: Shearis Yisroel. This stap, as its predecessor, also met with vehement opposition
which did not stop at any lowly means to sabotage Maran's plans and its establishment.

We will not dwell on facts that are well known. The founding of the paper and the establishment of an
organization of this size are weighty undertakings, even for a person in his prime of life. How much more
so for a man of ninety! And it should be known that Maran did not suffice with issuing directives from the
top. He was actively and fully involved in all of the activities, in every detfail, at all levels. He inquired,
motivated the people invelved, did not rest or relax his efforts at any time.

Only a leader designated for the task by Heaven, and privy to special Divine assistance, is capable of
such leadership, which defles nature and human resources.

Maran kept all the fliers and posters containing the vilification and the propaganda campaign against him
in a special place and requested that they be buried together with him, saying that when he was
summoned before the Heavenly court, he would declare: "Ribono shef Olom: | did everything | was
supposed to do to the point of vile deprecation and condemnation. Here are the posters they plastaered
againstme . .."

Love Ye Truth and Peace

In the final stage of his life, Maran endured unimaginable pain and a tortured soul, suffering when certain
circles dared blame him for imagined opposition to the chassidic public and in causing dissension within
the Torah-loyal community. ‘

Those who werte close to Maran know 1o what extent he desired peace, and only peace. |, personally, can
testify that there was no lover of peace and pursuer of peace of his like. Maran repeatedly stressed that
he had no opposition towards them. Not to the chassidic Admorim nor to their chassidic following. But
when certain actions were taken that were contrary to halochoh and to the Torah way, he was forced to
react.

However, whenever he spoke out against a negative phanomenon, he was forthright and showed no
distinction between one community or following and another, one circte or another, between those who
were distant from him and those close to him.

Maran did not bear rancor against any person, and would forgive all those who insulted him. However, he
often clarified his stand, both in speech and in writing, that the slander spread against him about his
persecution of chassidim was something he could never forgive, for it had transformed him into a baal
machiokes, a hate-monger, at a time when he loved peace and pursued it to the nth degree.
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After the election campaign of 5748, in which Degel HaTorah and Agudath Israel ran on separate lists for
the first and only time, Maran imposed upon me the task of effecting a consolidation of ranks to insure
that such a dichotomy never occur again between the two chareidi parties, either in national or in local
elections.

According to his directives, | suggested that Agudath |srael make certain far-reaching concessions in
order to ensure cooperation and peaceful collaboration of the entire bedy of chareidi Judaism at all times.
With the help of Hashem, | was successful in my mission, thanks to very significant concessions on the
part of Maran. And indeed, since then, our Torah-true community has appeared in all municipal and
national elections as one united bloc.

The Power of Decision Without Trepidation

With all of the pain and sting surrounding the controversy, Maran said that whoever was In the position of
decision making must have no fears or reservations regarding being branded a "quarrel monger.'

At the founding meeting of Degel Hatorah in 5749, Maran stated: "They say that we are quarrel seekers .
.. | heard in the name of R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin an explanation of Chazal on the verse, "And Bnei
Yisroel mourned Moshe.' Rashi quotes that this refers to the men. When Aharon HaKohen, who was a
pursuer and lover of truth, passed away, it says that all of Israel wept over him since he would make
peace between man and wife, friend and enemy.

"R’ Yehoshua was puzzled by this. The Torah seeks to tell of Moshe's praises. Why then mention here
that only the men mourned him?

"The truth is that there is a great element of praise here. Aharon HaKohen ioved peace and pursued it, so
it is no wonder that everyone loved him. But Moshe Rabbenu's task was to judge and pass sentence in
matters of argument and disagreement, in dinel Torah between two factions. He had to rule in favor of
one side and against the other, so that it was inevitable that people would be hurt or might accuse him of
favoritism, prejudice and fomenting dissension. It is impossible to justify everyone. The fact that not ail of
Israel mourned his passing shows that he was truly impartial and ruled according to the dictates of pure
justice.”

Applicable and fitting are these words to the very one who uttered them. By innate nature, Maran was
basically a peace lover, yet he was not deterred from overriding this trait if he felt it necessary as a leader
to denounce one public or ancther when they conducted themselves contrary to the way of the Terah.

Maran as Principal Posek

One of the faults of which Maran was accused by Lubavitch followers was based on an approbation
which Maran had written for a work dealing with halachic issues. Maran wrote that he was unable to write
a haskomoh for the content of the work since he, himself, was not involved in the study of praciical
halochoh. "If he is unable to rule halachically," they argued insolently, "how can he rule in issues involving
the public?"

From the following story we see that this argument is refuted from its basically faulty premise. One of the
greatest, most unique poskimn of our generation, HaRav Shiomo Zalman Auerbach ztvkY, determined that
even though Maran was not involved in practical halochoh, when it came to clarifying any hafochoh, he
was considered in his eyes like one of the major authorities.

In a chol hamoed visit of HaRav Shlomo Zalman in my home at a time that | was serving as chairman of
the Knesset Financial Committee, | asked him whether the Institute of Science and Technology for
Halachic Matters was under his supervision. | told him that | had received a budget request from this




institution, and | explained that if they were under his guidance | would feel under obligation to see that
they receive an increased budget allocation.

Maran R' Shlomo Zalman replied that the institution was to be considered vital and worthy, and surely |
should do all in my power to help it, but it was not under his regulation. However, whenever they asked
his halachic opinion in any particular matter, he gave it.

| then asked R' Shlomo Zalman, "If this institute is truly so important, why don't you undertake a more
active, responsible role in it so that everyone can rely on its decisions?"

He replied that it was too great a responsibility; he could not stand up to such a great burden by himself.
He added that if two other poskim were to join in shouldering that responsibility, he would be willing to be
the third.

"Who would you suggest as those two halachic authorities?" | asked.

"Maran HaGaon R' Elozor Menachem Shach and Maran HaGaon R' Yosef Sholom Eliashiv," was his
reply.

"Regarding HaRav Eliashiv, | have no doubts, for he is truly recognized as a prime halachic authority. But
how does Maran R' Shach fit into this particular category? He is not actively involved in halachic matters."

Replied R' Shlomo Zalman, "If Maran R' Shach is willing to join, he is no lesser versed in halochoh than in
the chidushei Torah upon which he expounds in his yeshiva. He is a gaon beyond compare, and if he
takes it upon himself to deal in halochoh, he will be the greatest of poskim."



